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PROPOSAL of aPlainand, Ready way 
to rajſea very great Sum of Monies , by a 
Tax, or Poll upon Quick Stock, which was 
never yet Charged nor Aſeſled. 


b © HIS preſent Parliament having, like Good Patriots, and Loyal Sub- 
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jects, generally and unanimouſly declared, they are reſolved to. ſup- 

port His Majeſty againſt his Enemies both at home and abroad, and 

effectually ſupply him to carry on the War againſt France with Vigor. 
Thinking of the many great Occaftons, and extraordinary Neceflity there will 
be for raiſing of Monies, and the difficulty of finding Ways, and Means to 
Effe& it ; And amongſt other things, conſidering that all Quick Stock, namely, 
Cattle, Sheep, Horſes, and Swine, have of late years fold at very good Rates, 
to the great advantage of Farmers, and all other Proprietors of them; and in 
all probability like to continue ſo as long as the War laſts;it being the occation 
of the extraordinary Conſumption, and Uſe of thoſe Goods, mor: Meat being 
ſpent in Victualling the Fleets, and more Horſes imploy'd in the army, There- 
fore, with all humble ſubmiſſion to the Great Wiſdom and Underſtanding of 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, I here propoſe a Tax upon Quick 
Stock, being never charg'd before ; altho' perhaps it may be object:d, and ſaid, 
that Quick Stock 1s the Product of the Land, and to laya Tax upon that, is 
tolaya heavier burden upon Land ;. but to folve that is anſwer'd, That asall 
good and kind Landlords pay, and bear all, or the greateſt part of the Land- 
Tax of 4 ſhillings per Pound, ſo 1: 1s propoſed that the Tenantr, and Proprictors 
bear all the Tax of the QuickStock ; And then altho' the Load be heavier, there 
will be more hands to ſupport and bear it ; and if a Weight be increaſed, as 


long as there are more Bearers, it will be carried with the ſame eaſe as it was 
before when lighter, and had tewer tupporters z And there being allo a great 


quantity of Monies imployed, and got by the Quick Stock as well as the 
dead Trading Stock; It 1s preſumed, with humble ſubmiſſion, that the one is 
no more an Exciſe than the other, and that it is not unreatonable that one 
ſhould be Taxed as well as the other; eſpecailly at this jun&ure of time when 
there are ſo many great occaſions for railing of Monies. And as the laſt Par- 
liament gave an inſtance for Taxing dead Trading Stock, ſo I moſt humbl y re- 
fer it to the Great Wiſdom and Conſideration of the preſent Parliament for 
the Taxing of the Quick Stock ; which, as hereafter proportioned, cannot Le 
thought a grievous, or heavy Tax, being but about the fxtieth penny of every 
Mans Quick Stock; and yet if duly Afeſſed, and Collected, may, its preſumed, 
raiſe in one year more than three times the ſum the Chimney Money did ; and 
if approved of, may be continued one year or more, as the Parliament in their 
Great Wiſdom ſhall think requiſite, and neceflary, and may ſerve for a Fund 
for the making good, and Re-coining the Clip'd and Corrupt Monies of the 
Nation, or for any other ſupply ; And what thinking and unprejudiced Man, 
where there is an abſolute neceſſity, would not willingly, without grumbling, 
part with a Penny out of five Shillings towards redreſſing ſo great a grievance 
as the Clip'd and Corrupt Monies 1s, and to ſecure Religion, and Property. 


The Method and Rates of this Tex propoſed to be laid upon Quick 
Stock, viz. Cattle, Sheep, Horſes, and Swine, are as followeth; 


I RST, For Cattle, being in all Counties ſome good, and ſome ir:iifierent, 

it is propoſed to Tax them 1n all Counties alike, viz. A Calf under a 

year old, a penny; A yearold two pence; A young Beaſt two yc.:s old, four 

pence ; A young Beaſt three years old etght pence z And at four years old (being 
then partly come to their full growth) _ or upward, twelve peice. ZN 
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' Next for Sheep, there being a difference in their Breed ; in ſome Coun- | 


tries the generality of them being not worth one with another above 4 5.0r 
5 5.4 piece z and in other Countries the generality of them being worth 9 s. 
or 10 5. a piece one with another : It is therefore propoſed to Tax them dit-, 
ferently : And in thoſe places where the generality of them are worth but 4 -. 
or 5 5. a piece, to Tax every Sheep at z Farthings per Annum z and where they 
are generally worth 9 5. or 10 5. a plece, to Tax them at 3 Halt-pence a 
Sheep ; and all to be reckon'd Sheep, excepting Lambs under 6 Months old. 


For Horſes, they being in all Countries as Catttle are, ſome good, and ſome 


indifferent, it is propoſed to Tax them alike in all Counties, 472. A Foal 
under a Year old 3 Half-pence per 4nnum, a Year old 2 d. a two Year old 6 4. 
a three Year old 94. a four Year old 12 4. and at five Years old (being 
then near their full growth) 15 d. And for every Stone-Horſe, Gelding, or 
Mare of that Age, or more, being worth: 1o /. to be Taxed 2 5s. 6 4, and for 
the more equality of the Thing, if worth 15 }. then to be Taxed 35s. 94. 
and if worth 20}, to be Taxed 5 s. but to Rate none higher, becauſe a 
Horſe that is really worth 20. is as uſeful, and good for Service, as one that 
may be valued to three times that Price : And none to be free, or exempted, 
but Military Officers and Soldiers Horſes, that are actually in His Majeſty's 
preſent Pay and Service. | 

And laſtly, For Swine in all Countries, to Tax and Aſeſs every One that 
is worth Five Shillings, a Penny ; if worth Ten Shillings, 2 4. if worth «x5 -. 
then 34d. and fo on to the utmoſt value : But none to be rated but ſuch as 
are worth 5 s. a piece. 

Having thus ſer down the ſeveral Rates propoſed to Tax the Quick Stock 


at, I now come to propoſe a way for the exact Aflefling and Managing this 


Tax, and to make it plain and eafie, without Rigour or Partiality : In the firſt 
place it is propoſed, That there be two Aſſeflors choſen in every Pariſh, or 
more, where it is large and requires it, that are conſcientious and underſtand- 
1ng Men, who are to be ſworn to do Tuſtice to the beſt of their Judgment 


and Knowledee, in taking an exa& Account ot every Man's Quick Stock afore- 


ſaid, and in valuing and afſefſing the ſame according to the forementioned 
Rates, and to make true Duplicates thereof in the Form hereafter ſhown ; 
whereof one to be given to the Collectors of the Pariſh, to gather the ſaid 
Tax by; and another to the general Receiver of the County, that he may un- 
derſtand v hat is due from every Pariſh. And for the receiving and colle&ing 
of the ſaid Tax, the Colle&ors of the Land-Tax in every Pariſh, and the pge- 
neral Receiver of that Aſſeſsment 1n the County may ſerve, having the ſame 
Allowance per Poand for the receiving of this as is allowed for the Land-Tax; 
and ſo it will come readily, and at an ea{te Charge, into His Majeſty's Ex- 
chequer. 

For the cOmmenens of this Tax, it is propoſed to be from Lady-Day, 1697. 
for the Year 1697. And for the time of aflefling and making this Tax, it is 
propoſed to be betwixt Lady-Day and May-Day , and fo by that time it may 
be exactly known what 1t will amount to. | 

The Days of Payment to be as the Land-Tax are. 


And, to prevent Diſputes and Evaſions, it is further propoſed, That every 


Perſon and Proprietor ſhall be/aſleſled for all the Quick Stock aforeſaid, which 
ſhall be found in his poſſeſſion at the time of Aſſeſſing, whether bred, bought, 
or ſvld, that he may not pretend they are not his own, and ſo not to be Taxed: 
for them. | 

And if any Perſon ſhall conceal, or deny to give a juſt and true Account of 
his Quick Stock ( which 1s not eaſte to be done, becauſe every Man's Quick 


Stock is viſible, and known to his Neighbours) all ſuch Cattle, Sheep, 


Horſes, and Swine, ſo concealed, or denied, to be forfeited, and one Moity of 
the value thereof to goto the Diſcoverer, and the other to the King, and added 
to the Duplicate : Or any other Penalty, which the Parliament in their great 
Wiſdom ſhall think more proper and expedient. 
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Note, That this Tax, if rightly confider d, cannot be ſaid to affe&t the Poor) 
or oppreſs the Rich, for the Poor having no Qui ick Stock, are not Chargeable» 
and rhoſe that have, pay bur proportionable for what they have, at eatie, and 
moderate Rates; but about -the S:xtieth Penny, as aforeſaid, and ſo cannot be 
thought to be an Oppreflion, eſpecially when there is an abſolute neceffity to 
raiſe Montes, and, perhaps, no way to be found out that will be more efte&u- 
al, and more reaſonable, and moderate, and give leſs Offence and Diſturbance 
ro the People than this ; for, here are no Officers to inſulr, or Impoſe, bur 
ſuch as every Pariſh chuſes it felf, and thoſe ſuch as are z like concern : Nor 
can 1t be ſaid to lie heavy upon the Bearers, when it is alioconfider'd, that the 
Tenants and Farmers, (being the generality of the Proprietors of the Quick 
Stock ) have had very good Times, by the well ſelling of their Commoduy, 
and, in a manner, paid little or nothing towards Carrying on the War ; and 
there being many extraordinary, and preſſing occaftions for Monies, which 
muſt be ſupplied, and that this Propoſal will effectually raiſe a very confide- 
rable Sum, and be readily, and eafily managed, Ir 1s therefore humbly preſu- 
med, it 1s better to do it ſuch a way, than to clogg peoples Purſes and Patience 
with lingering Payments for many years; for, as in deſperate Diftempers, a 
ſharp Remedy, thar will efiect rhe Cure, 1s better bore, and taken by a Pa- 
tient, than a tedious Courſe of Phyfick, which requires many {mall, and trou- 
bleſom Medicines, of which he ſees no end and may, perhaps, be overtaken 
with another lineſs, before he is recovered of that which at preſent he lan- 
guiſhes under, But beſides ail ; This Tax carries no welght, nor torce, either 
tro hurt theBuyer, or Seller, for it is bur about a Penny 1n 5 s. which, in an 
Commodity of that value, 1s but an inconfiderable ſhare, and alters it but 
little in its Rate or Price, and ſo cannot be thought any ſen{ible prejudice to the 
Poor, in making any thing dearer they are to buy. 


An Example for the Form of the Aſſeſſment or Duplicate. 


y "2 Io * 
C4 Calves, under a Year old, at a Penny a-piece-—— o oo 4 
[4 Year old Calves, at 2 4. a-piece—— — —— © 008 
6 rwo Year old, at 44. apiece—————— 0 0: 0 
7 three Years old, at 3 d. a-piece—— —— O 04 8 
6 four Year old, at 12 4. a piece —— O 06 © 
. i Sheep 100, at 3 Farthings a-piece — 06 3 
A. B. Ruick. 2 Foais under 2 Year old, at 3 Half pence a-piece O OO 3 
Sto: | 3 of One Year old, at 34. a piece- —— —O O00 9 
2 of two Years old, at 6 d. a-piece — O OI © 
3 of three Years old, at: 94, a-piece———— O Oz 3 
2 of four Years old, at 12 4d. a-piece- — ——— 02 © 
2 young Horſes of five Years old, at 15 4. a-piece O 02 6 
' And one Oo five Years 01d, worth 10 /. - O 02 6 
In ali——— 1127 
6 Cows at 12 4. a-piece——— — ——O 06 0 
" 8 Oxen at bo once ——— —O 08 0 
F. G. Quick Y200 Sheep at 3 Farthings a-piece O I2 6 
ſs 2 Horſes, 5 Years old, at 15 d. a as O O02 6 
6 Swine worth 205. a-piece——- m——— 02 oO 
In all!—— 1 10 © 
Ca Cows at 12 4d. a-piece————— ome) 04 © 
5 young Beaſts, 3 Years old, at 84. 2 2-PiecCe— ———O 02 4 


T. 5.. 24ic.4 5 Sheep worth 94. or 105. a-piece,at 3 Halfepence each o 06 3 
toch. |; Horſes, 5 Years old, at 15 4. a-piece——-=——-—0o oz 6 


2 young Horſes, two Years old, at 64. a-fiece 


O OI © 
3 Swine worth 15 5. fs. -=——0O OO 9 
0 17 10 
And fo on. 
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